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Refuge of the Gallows, 


We have concluded to assign a portion of our paper 
to the advocates for the gallows. And we commence 
by an extract from Rev. Geo. B. Cheever, of N York, 
who certainly now should have the honor of being 
the great champion of Capital punishment in this coun- 
try. Speaking of the Covenant given to Noah, he 
says : — . 

‘‘ Thé hand that drew the rainbow over the sky, in 
sign ‘‘ that storms prepare to part,’’ wrote this statute 
in lines no more to be effaced till the destruction of all 
things, than the colors of the rainbow to be blotted 
from the sky, while lasts the cunstitution of this phys- 
ical universe. And as in every conflict of the elements 
that Myie AU men’s souls with wrror of another del 


uge, this bow of mercy, this vision of delight, should 





*‘ But you must take a stronger supposition than 


this ia order to fully understand the scheme of those 


who would abolish capital punishments. They tell us 
that all punishment should be designed to reform the 
offender ; and that government has no right to punish 
except so as to accomplish this end. Now ask your- 
self, how you would feel if this theory were to gain 
currency’ What effect would it have upon the secu- 


uty of the good, and the machinations. of the bad !— 
At what price would you value your life, were it to be 
the language of the law to all the evil-disposed amongst 


us, Do all the evil you can—commit what crimes you 
dare, and all the penalty you shall suffer, will be cor- 
rection for the purpose of bringing you to repentance 
and better mapners! Assassinate a most worthy citi- 
zen, Kill an affectionate husband and tender father ; 
and for your atrocious deed, the community shall sup- 





port you all the rest of your life, furnish you with a 














_— —_-. — 


The evening before her death, being very much fat- 
igued, having worked late on that day, as appeared in 
testimony, I laid myself upon the bed immediately af- 
ter I finished the usual work about the house without 
undiessing. I soon went to sleep, and did not awake 
until my wife came to the bed and shook me, aud said, 
** come it 1s time to get to bed.””. I rose up, and Lu- 
cinda Burbank was standing, if I recollect right, near 
the north entry door. As soon as] got up to undréss 
me, Lucinda Burbank went into the buttery, and I 
went to bed with my wife. Lucinda returned, and 
either blew out the light, or carried it out with her, | 
know not which. 

When Lucinda Burbank left the room, myself and 





wife'and babe were in bed. Whether there was any 
conversation between us after we went to bed, I do 


not remember. I always slept on the front side of 


wheteI was when I awoke the next morning. 1 was 
tirefand went immediately to sleep. 

I am not surprised that I did not awake, when my 
wife arose and did the fatal deed. She Was in the 


wings as I lay when Lueinda left the room, and 


if she understood me."’ These are her word3 as T took 
them down at the trial. _ dial 
Now take her own words, can any believe that 1 
intended from this toask her to aid mein the poi 
of my wife—to murder her—or could she have so 
derstood, nnless we had had previous porns 
— about taking her life, which she does not say ? 
ut she goes on says, she told me she did not under- 
stand me—that we talked some longer—that I said 
Adaline was coming down to eat sugar the next da 
—that I should bring her down myself— I then 
said if it could be done without violence, it be 
any worse than others have done, or as some have 
done, or as we intead do—that she could not get the 
words precise, but that it was one of these ¢hree ex- 
pressions. Now I need not, and it might be improper 
, to state here the subject of that conversation. 
Suffice it to say that es me—and at that 
time would not conseut. rth 
put fer hand out, and shoe es oe) 
|** well, that is all, I only thoughtI would ask the 
question to see what you would say.” 





Span the clouds with the glittering arch, so in every 


| habit frequently of getting up many times in the night | 


She then says, that I brought my wife and children 


“- 


a i ccsaaill 


storm of human passion, that rises to the violence of 
death, this statute, as a bow Of promise, is God’s as- 
surance to the world, against the anarchy of murder. 
There probably never was an instance of murder in 
the Christian world, in which men did not think of it ; 
nor ever an instance in the heathen world, in which 
the voice of conscience did not eche its assurance. As 
its stands in the Scriptures, it is one of the planets in 
the firmament of revealed truth ; to strike it out from 
its place, and from its authority for the guidance of 
human legislation, would be like striking the constel- 
ution of the Pleiades, or the bright North Star, from 
heaven. A great writer has said, with most profonnd 
wisdom, that it is only by celestial observations that 
terrestrial charts ean be accurately constructed ; and 
so, it is only by divine light that comes from these di- 
vine statutes, that human legislation can be perfected ; 
it is only by comparison with these statutes, that the 
mistakes of human prejudice or ignorance can be de- 
tected and adjusted. Sure we are, that on the ocean 
of human passion, neither states nor individuals can be 
safe, but by. charts, marked and mapped beneath the 
light of these enactments. Its light, like that of the 
planets,haz travelled unaltered and unabated across the 
storms and changes of thousands of years; and still it 
shines, and still will it shine to the end of the world ; 
for as sure as we are that a God of mercy gave this 
comprehensive element of law to Noah, so sure we ara 
that he will never suffer it to be blotted from human 
statrte books, by the presumptuous tampering of a sin- 
gle generation. 

We quote the following from a sermon, entitled :— 
‘Capital Punishment: a discourse occasioned by the 
murder of the late Warden of the Mass. State Prison, 
delivered in the Meeting House of the first Parish, 
Charlestown, by William I. Buddington, Pastor of the 
Chureh.”’ 

‘‘ But suppose now that the magistrate were no 
longer to ‘ bear the sword,’ or bear it ‘ in vain ;’ sup- 
he 


against your Jife, and call them of equal value by 


pose 


saying that if he kills you he shall lose his liberty— 
no more ;—would you feel safe? would you feel that 


justic 


for this that I have been supporting a government by | ju 


obedie 
by personal services, to be told by that government 
than a felon’s liberty, 


that mv life is worth no more 


and that my blood may be sufficiently expiated by his | 


imprisonment ? 


were to balance the criminal’s Aderty off 


comfortable house, give you abundant and wholesome 


food, pay your doctor’s bills, and by imparting to you | did not, and knew nothing of it until she would tell me | have any suspicion that [ had poisoned the sugar! 


useful knowledge and Christian instruction, make you 
a better and a happier man! Oh! mockery of justice ! 





A Desperate Measure.—The papers have it that 
the Rev. Charles Spear intends to publish during the win- 
ter, a weekly paper to be called ‘The Hangman.’ Its 
object doubtless will be to instruct the Legislature on Cap- 
ital Punishment. So every member is to be provided with 
ahangman. We predict that but few of them will be 
pleased with their company, and if the friends of that 
measure shall meet with success enough to save them 
from hanging themselves, it is all ought to be expected.— 
Boston Recorder. 

The following is the dignified commentary of the ‘ In- 


fidel’ Boston Investigator on the above inhuman paragraph 


from the pious Recorder. 

‘The Hangman’ will, in our opinion, contain a fund 
of deserved satire on the prejudices of that portion of our 
representatives, who refuse to be governed by any princi- 
ple but that of the old. barbarous Mosaic law, such as ‘ an 
ye for an eye,’ &c., which Jesus Christ abolished. 


are much nearer the truth than the majority of Christians. 
The former carry out a principle too far; the Chistians 
refuse to act upon it altogether. It is a curions fact that 
Christians should be the greatest opposers of the distin- 
guishing moral doctrines of Jesus Christ. . They have for- 
gotten his teachings, and gone back to the old Mosaic law, 
which suits them better, as being less republican and 
democratic. No matter;—Jlet them fight for the old 
hulk a little longer. It must finally be given up. It is 
rotten throughout. We welcome ‘The Hangman’ 
probably a good instrument for abolishing hangmen. The 
joke of the Recorder that follows its comments, above 
quoted, is so extremely trite and foolish, that we should 
think that even the readers of such a paper as the Re- 
corder would be ashamed of it. 


as 


- , T a | "i » 

Reply of Wm. FE’. Comings, 
ON BEING ASKED WHY SENTENCE OF DEATH 
SHOULD NOT BE PRONOUNCED UPON HIM. 


May IT PLEASE THE Honoraste Covrt: 


I am asked if I have anything to say why sentence | 
I have but lit- | 


of death should not be passed on me. 
tle, and the less, being persuaded that whatever I 


might say would not, could not stay the arm of the| 


law. But standing as I do on the very verge of my 


grave—about to be launched by an ignominous death | 
| into the eternal world, and to appear in the presence | 


of my Judge, and your judge, and the judge of aut, 
who have had ought to do with my trial, the witness, 


he jury, the counsel, the Court, and the numerous 


in view of the cde ith 





vas done you? would you not exe laim, Was it i which is before me—and in th: 


lience, by the hard-earned fruits of my labor, and | 


spectators who gather d around 
presence of my « ternal] 

ige—my earthly judge and all those who are pres- 
ent, J make my last appeal—] am INNOCENT of the 
murder of my wife—I know no more of it, than you al 
know. ; ‘ 

I knew nothing of my wife’s intentions of going to 
Mr. Abbot’s, as was stated in testimony, the morning 
on which she was found dead 


for the babe, and sometimes 1 awoke and sometimes I | down the next day. Now I ask, did she the uext da ‘. 


in the morning and laughingly chide, for not paying 
more attention to the babe. ‘ 

When I awoke in the morning I was laying on the 
front side of the bed. J turned a little, and my elbow | 
touched the babe. I spoke to my wife, and said, Ad- 
jalic :, hearing no answer | spoke again, raising myself’ 
se asto look over the babe, not knowing what it} 
meant, as she was usually awake before I was in the 
moruing, and always woke very easy. Hearing no 
auswer, and finding she was not in bed, T threw my 
feet off the bed intending to get up, thinking she had 
gone out of the foom— but in looking about—I 
saw her head at the foot of the bed. |] sprang in- 
standy up and ran round to the foot of the “bed, 
and fiscovered her hanging to the bed post by a hand- 
kerenief. 

My feelings at that moment I will not attempt to} 


| 








The | 
Non-Resistants are guilty of some absurdities, but they | 


describe—my thought, as | observed to some one at 
the ime flew like lightning. I neither felt nor acted | 
protably as other men, under ofher circumstances | 
migit have acted. J felt that in her agony and dis- | 
tress she had destroyed herself, and J] felt, too, that | 
wason account of the circnmstances between myself, 
}andSarah Ann Abbott, those stories, oo’ true, w ere | 
| abroad, and I feared that suspicion would be attached | 
Hto Mie, of having hang her—but one moment I stood j 
| thumlerstruck at the scene. . I felt guilty, and for my | 
| owgsafety I ran immediately to Mr. Hoskins room. | 
land found him sittieg before the fire. I said to bien, 
|* Urele, do come herd,’ or something like that, and | 
| turaed and went back to the room as soon | could.and 
| Uncle Hoskins followed me. Ido not remember wfieth- | 
er Itold him what had happened or not, but presume | 
I did as he so testifies. T put my arms around her, | 
and saised her up, and felt if there were any signs of 
life, but she was cold. I was shocked and fell partly | 
ou tie floor. As I raised her up, I asked Mr. Hos- | 
| kinsto take off or unloose the handkerchief, which he 
did, ry running his hand between the han Ikerchief and 
neck, He was much agitated. as well as myself—we | 
thetdaid her on the bed, and both examined to see if 
ther were any signs of life,but she was cold and dead. | 
Luenda Burbank soon after came down stairs into the 
| roon, 
Tie circumstance of the lost night cap—the pineh- | 
ed wek, the camphor, the large and small pin, and | 
whaever else was in testimony, I, of course, do not, 
and annot know more about,or account for be tter than 
any ither individual. 





Tiere is one circumstance which appeared in the} 
} evidnce that 1 wish before I die to allude to,and put 
} righ and I will do it here—for this cireumsthanee I do | 
| out. mn 
| Srah Ann Abbott testified, * 
| viou to the death of my wife, in the 
abou sugaring time, I had a convesation with | 
her-that I seemed confuse d—] inguage incoherent— 
said ‘hat I would like to ask her a question, if I w 1s | 
sureshe would think as I did—that 1 said 


sick, 


Arto! a 
that some time pre- | 
spring before, | 


short 


something 


abou being and wanted medicine. 


and asked her 


| isters of the law. 


o 
|—her conduct shews that her thoughts were as far 
from it asmine. I never thought of it—neither did she 
—the truth was that this conversation did take place 
—that after I had made the proposal to her which I 


| did, I dropped the subject—after we both became calm, 


it was preposed by one of us, I don't know which, that 
I should oring Adaline and the children down to eat 
sugar—which I did do, 

She knew what we were intending to de, and whether 
it would be any worse for us to go further at that time 
and do more or not, if it could be done with safety, 
and without exposure—this was all she feared. 

This is the true explanation of the circumstances, 
and from which the jury were asked, and as I understod, 
did conclude, that I was preparing, and intending to 
mix poisen with the sugar, to murder my wife. 

It is with shame that I relate this circumstance, but 
it is necessary that it should be understood. 

And now, sir, I am about done, I stand not kere to 
plerd my innocence. I am too guilty, though my God, 
into whose presence I am so shortly to appear, knows 
that | am innocent of murder, of which | have been 
found guilty, and for which your honer is about. to 
pronounce the dread sentence of the Law. 


I have but little more to do with this world. The > 
memory of my wife, whatever ‘he world may think or 
say, and however far in the intoxication of passion, I 
wandered, and brought trouble, and sorrow, and death 
upon her, is still dear tome, My two little daughters, 
motherless, and soon to be fatherless, are dear to my 
heart, and it is my last prayer that the world will not 
visit upon their innocent beads, the sins of their father. 

My Counsel who have au. been so/kind and be- 
frieuded me, and dono all for me in their power, I most 
heartily thauk, and my blessing, which I suppose they 
wit hardly receive, I leave with them, but their sleep 
will not be the less sweet, and their rest the less easy 
because they have done for me what they could. 

I attach no blame to the court, they are but the min- 
The jury I hope, and believe have 
acted conscientiously, whether their verdict Was, or 
was not warranted by the testimony. 

The Counsel for the State, I hope, and trust, did 
no more than duty called on them to do; if in the ex- 
citement of the trial, they forgot the rights of the ac- 
cused. and sought rather for success than for justice, 
may God forgive them, as I do. 

[now bid you all along,a last farewell. And 
though I have simned against Heaven and against 
Kurth—though [ have wounded my Saviour in the 
house of his friends, led away by a sinfél induleence 
of unhallowed passion, | know that my Redeemer 


jlives—that his blood ean wash away all sin—and 


though justly meriting his eternal punishment, I east 

myself upon his promises and merey, and with an 

humble, broken, and penitent heart, cry in my trouble 

— Lord remember me. t 
farewell. 


WILLIAM F. COMINGS 
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homicide, it diminishes the regard due to the sanctity 
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THE HANGMAN. 

BOSTON, JANUARY 1, 1845. 
—_—_—_—_—_— ——— 
Introduction. | 
It is eustomary in presenting a new periodical to | 
state some reasons for its publication. From a fre-| 

quent examination of our criminal codes we have be- 
come satisfied, that they are extremely defective and | 

unnecessarily severe. Our principal aim, however, 
will be to show the entire inutility of the gallows.— 
We shall show that society is safer without executions 
than with them ; that this mode of punishment, as an 
example, is momentary, that it disgusts the good and 
brutalizes the bad ; that as an act of violence, it teach- 
es violence to the people ; that asan act of deliberate 





of life ; that it defeats the end of al] punishment, and 
is, in fact, entirely opposed to the precepts and exam- 
ple of the great Christian Founder. 

We shall endeavor to point out a proper substitute 
for the penalty of death, and also present the causes 
and effects of crime. 

Having now visited every state prison in New Eng- 
land, except Rhode Island, where we were denied ad- 
mittance on aceouut of some alterations which were 
being made, we can testify to what we have seen, and 
bring out many facts which have eseaped the public 
notice. Our hea rt has bled on entering “the dreary, 
loathsome cell of the prisoner. Society is not satis- 
fied with the gallows alone, but the poor, condemned 





culprit, while counting the hours as they rapidly pass 
away, must be denied the smallest comforts of life.— 
We know their condition, we have seen and conversed 
with three of the seven who are now awaiting the hour 
of execution. 

In the editorial department we shall be assisted by 
our brother, J. M. Spear, who is well known as 
deeply interested in all the various reforms of the 
day. 

Our friends, S. J. May and 8. E. Coves, have al- 
so promised us some communications, others have en- 
couraged us that they will furnish some facts. 

Our title has been not a little criticised, but it was 
suggested by our friend, Rev. Joun Pierpont, as one 
that would readily call attention to our humble sheet. 

It is of course well understood that we only pledge 
ourself to continue the publication for therteen weeks. 
We do this on our own responsibily ; we are the agent 
of no society, and we have no salary to sustain us.— 
We are entirely denendent on the friends of the cause: 
We saw the necessity of a paper on this plan, and we 
have done the best we could, We have so far receiv- 
ed the approbation of many friends. By referring to 
our list it will be seen how many have aided us in our 
plan. We shall need much assistance, for we have 
not even the means of bringing out the present num- 
ber. Some friends have been kind enough to await 
the result, believing that there would be interest 
enough felt, at Jeast, to sustain the paper for thirteen 
weeks. 

It will be seen that we have dated our paper Jan. 1, 
1845. We have done this, because we design this | 
number as one of the thirteen, and because we intend | | 
to bring out our second number the second week in 








January. | 





William F, Comings. 


We have been deeply interested in the fate of this 


unfortunate man— who is now condemned, to be 


executed on the 26th day of Dee. next for the mur- 


en ae ; 
of society depends upon the establishment of this 


| tended one of its meetings in May last. 





der of his wife. During our late journey, to that 


ter that ninety and nine guilty persons should escape, | 
‘than that one innocent person be punished. 

We have placed the reply of the prisoner to the 
| judge on our first page. 

We have just received the Governor’s Message. He 
expresses great regret that the question of capital punish- 
ment has been decided in the negative. He alludes to 
the case of Comings in the following feeling manner: — 

“A fellow mortal now lies confined in a dungeon, con- 
| demned to death — cohdemned, at most, on circumstantial 
‘evidence ; and although that evidence was strong enough 
| to induce an impartial jury to convict him, yet there is a 
possibility that he did not do the deed for which he is con- 
demned to suffer. Guilty or not guilty, I cannot forbear 
urging the legislature to commute his punishment form 
the penalty of death to that of imprisonment for life, Sure- 


ly, if vengeance is not the object of the law, the security 
of the public can be effectually guarded by imprison- 


ment. 





An Anti-Capital Punishment Society. 

It has long seemed to us of great importance to have 
a meeting on the subject of Capital punishment in Bos- 
ton. We have lately had some conversation with the 
friends of the abolition of Capital Punishment, and all 
confess that we need to conecntrate our efforts. 

Some time since a meeting was held at the house of 
the Editor, and a committee was chesen, consisting of 
Rev. John Pierpont, Wendell Phillips, and ourself.— 
We have not as yet decided on any particular plan of 
operation. In conversing with a friend from Philadel- 
phia, the other day, on the subject, he suggested the 
following,which appeared very favorable. In that eity, 
he said, the friends chose a committee of twenty per- 
sons, who met as often as convenient, and adopted 
measures for the raising of funds, the collection of 
facts, &c. The idea isa good one. We have then 
the advantages of a society, without being obliged to 
call together a large number. And then there are 
many who would give to aid this cause, who would 
not wish to become members of a society. We need 





funds to enable us send forth tracts. Much might be 
accomplished by spreading before the community the | 
facts in relation to the punishment of death. Having | 
lectured some on this subject, and circulated our new | 
work, we have found in many places a great want of | 
information. Persons are now, from abroad, often | 
urging us to come and visit their town, aud give them | 

such facts as our reading has furnished us. We can- 

not do all that we would do. If we had tracts on the 
subject, we could distribute them with great oo 
We have published one at our ows expense, ont =| 
nocent persons wh¢ have heen executed, We can think | 

of various other tracts that might be prepared with ay 
smal] effort now, after having spent so much time in | 
the collection of facts. But we need counsel and aid. 

With every little aid, a great deal might be accom- | 
plished. We feel disposed to do all that is possible 
to earry forword the great doctrine of the inviolability | 
of human life ; for sure we are that the very existence 
truth. We must expect riot and bloodshed till men | 
feel that life is sacred ; that it is not to be touched by | 
hand of man or angel, without permission of Him who | 


| 


} 


gave it. 

A society has been formed in New York; weat- 
There sean- | 
ed to be a strong,deep feeling, there among the friends | 
of the abolition of the death penalty. ‘The first num- | 
ber of a periodical called the Anti-Draco, has bean pub- 
lished there. We have several of these numbers, 
which we distribute gratuitously. We feel that we | 
need counsel. Much might be aceomplished,if some one | 
would travel with us and lecture. Such is the state | 


| ers. 


| plaee. 


action, The present report is divided into four parts 
Part I, Provision for poor lunatics. Part II. County 
Prisons. III. Penitentiaries. Part IV. Houses of 
Refuge. In each of these departments, Mr. Dwight* 
the indefatigable secretary, has brought out many 
startling facts. There is one part of the report that 
has given us great satisfaction, and that is the acount 
of the dimunition of crime. We have reports here 
from twenty or thirty persons all showing that crime 
is actually diminishing, while the population has in- 
creased at the rate of about an eighth in ten years.— 
We are glad that Mr. Dwight has brought this fact 
out so clearly, for it has quite a bearing upon the re- 
form to which our periodical is devoted. For some 
years past there has been considerable effort made to 
reduce the number of capital offences, and in some 
States the friends of the abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment have succeeded to some extent. But the con- 
stant objection has been that crimes would proportion- 
ably inereage, but the labors of this society have shown 
that such is not the fact. From the various accounts 
given by the keepers of different prisons, it appears 
very evident that the late temperance reformrtion has 
produced a very salutary change in the annals of crime. 
We perceive, however, that the keeper of the prison 
in Chelsea, Vt., has a different opinion from all the 
rest. He says, ‘ crime increases, and assigns the tem- 
perance reformation as one of the eauses!!’ This 
is not very unlike an English writer who on proving 
the increase of crime, endeavored to show that it was 
owing to a long period of peace! 

We say again, we have read this report with pleas- 
ure, and from year to year we have attended the an- 
niversaries of this society with great interest and satis- 
faction. 

In closing we would suggest to Mr. Dwight one sub- 
ject,which we have never seen mentioned in any of his 
reports, which is, the sectarian feeling manifested by 
some of the chaplains in our prisons. We are fearful 
that he closes his eyes against this great evil. We 
have heard a report about the Auburn prison which is 
not very creditable, from a clergyman who has taken 
quite an interest in criminals. We have never seen 
any very strong indication of sectarism in our visits to 
prisons, but we have felt keenly some of the bigotry 
of the Chaplain of the Prison of our State. Last 
| winter we made known our opinions to the Legisla- 
| ture, but little was done. ‘True, the Chaplain has 
| since handed over to the Warden such books as his 
own narrew views would not allow him to give to the 
prisoners: such as the Catholic Bible to those who 
| were of that sect, and many Unitarian works, such as 
| Channing’s Follens, &c. But he is not willing that a 


is 





Unitarian should preach or pray there, though we 


| know he has allowed them to be Sabbath School teach- 


But why shut out Universatists from the hum-| 
ble privilege of teachers’ True, he might possibly | 
have continued to grant us the privilege on account of | 


| our profession, but if we cannot go in there as a man, 


Will Mr. Dwight 


we can never go asa clergyman. 


_look to such matters? While he is attending so close- 


ly to the temporal comfort of the prisoner, will he not 
| think more of his spiritual condition. As some one 
remarked, it is bad enough to be in prison without be- 
ing obliged to hear the dogmas of a creed in which you 
do not believe! Not .bat we have found Universalists 


lin prison that need spiritual instructions ; for we could 


point out some curious facts here, but this is not the 
More hearafter. 





Benjamin Cummings. 


The name of the last person who was exeeuted in 


State, we made ourselves acquainted, as far as possi- | of our own health, that we can speak in public but very | ‘this State was Benjamin Cummings, a native of Free- 


, ble, with the circumstances and testimony in the case, 


* and we trembled lest the people of New Hampshire | friends, we have become satisfied that we must be | 
should add another to the dark catalogue of imnocent| more careful than we have been. 


victims, who have suffered the penalty of the law,— 


seldom, and from some ,intimations from , our best 


But we wil! give 
what strength and talent we have for humanity, and 





and the proof of whose innocence came,— but all too | heaven never requires any more ; and, blessed be God, 


late. 
to be given to the public, and have become more and 


more satisfied, that a dreadful doubt hangs over the happiness of others we are adding to our own. 


question of guilt — that the guilt of the prisoner has not 


been found — that excitement and suspicion have been | the formatiou of a society in London and France 
True, a jury have found him guilty, and to} both these places societies have existed whose object 
| was to bring facts before the public relating to Capital 


too busy. 
whom, far be it'from us to impute an intentional wrong, 
yet, we do believe, that in the quiet and stillness of | 


retired life, and at its last closing scene, not one of | 


thém will regret that the clemency of the executive ls 


delayed the execution, and spared the life of this un- 


fortunate individual. We commend the trial to a/! 
careful reading. ‘The proof is altogether circum- 
stantial, and, in our opinion, comes far short of prov- 
ing the guilt of the prisoner —to our minds it is_even | 
more probable, that the case was on of suicide than | 
murder. We need not in this case appeal to the ex- | 
ecutive, in whose hands is the pardening power, and 
to the citizeus of New Hampshire, upon the strength 


of our own peculiar views of Capital Punishment, but 
basis of existing laws of that state, 
ared, | spirit of 


which admits it bet- 


placing it upon the 
ask thiat 
even that the 


we his life may be sp st the 


ry may be violated, 


now for nineteen years, been continu: illy se nding forth 


compassion of the community have been called 


softening our own, and while we are increasing the 


In a future number we shall give some account of 
Tn 


Punishment aud to crime in general. We have heard | 
that the society in London has been dissolved. We 
shall ascertain more about this from some correspond- 
ence, which we intend to open with some of the Eng- 





lish philanthropists. 





PRISON DISCIPLINE SOCIETY. 
We have received from the hand of Louis Dwight, 
the Secretary, a copy of the above report. There is 
no society in the country that has accomplished 80 


much good in reforming prisons as this one, It has, 





facts in relation to the condition of prisoners. As| 


those facts have become known, the sympathy and | 
into | 
i 


town, Mass. He had never enjoyed the advantages 
of even a common school education, and at the time of 
his trial, I believe, he could not read. He was intem- 
perate, and moved in the lowest grade of society. 


An officer, by the name of Clark, attempted several 


| furrow ? 





We have since looked over the trial, now about | while we are softening the feelings of others, we are | times to arrest him as a common drunkard, but Cum- 


mings frequently eluded his grasp. On an exceeding- 
ly dark night, Clark, with several others, came sud- 
denly upon him. A scufile ensued. Three or four 
persons fell on the ground together. Clark, the of- 
ficer, was mortally wounded. Cummings was accused 
of the murder. He declared his ignorance of the 
deed, He was tried at Taunton and condemned, 
mainly upon the testimony of a single witness, and 
that witness was the father of deceased. 





A fier his trial I frequently visited him. He always 
declared that he knew not how the deed was done. 


learned, on enquiry, that Clark, the principal witness | 


*| in the case, was an enemy of the prisoner, and had 
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been so more than twenty years. On examining his 
testimony I was convineed that he had sworn that he 
on that unusual- 
that he 


I was now led to | 


saw which he could not have beheld, 
ly dark night. I, moreover, learned, 
anxious to have the prisoner hung. 
believe that the wound of which Clark died was pure- | 


ly accidental. Perhaps while some persons who were 


A | 
intended to wound Cum? 


killed 


on the ground, in the scuffle, 


mings, Clark was, by mistake, 


I | | [s it not the 


Petitions were sent to the Executive, praying that 
he might not be executed. With several other per- 

sons I went before the Governor and Couneil, to plead 
for the prisoner. ‘To my utter astonishment, Asa 
Clark, the father of deceased, appeared there with 
Elnathan P. Hathaway, a lawyer of Freetown, and 
urged the Executive to hang Cummings. The efforts 
of the petitioners were unavailing. 

A gallows was erected in the Taunton jail, near the 
door of the prisoner’s cell. Fonrteen persons were 
present to witness the bloody scene. Every thing be- 
ing suitably prepared, the sheriff threw his arms around 
the neck of the prisoner, and said to him — ‘* Cum- 
mings, you now are about te die ; are you innocent or 
guilty ?”’ ‘I know not,” said he, ‘* how the deed was 
done.”’ A few days after the execution, the sheriff 
informed me that he verily believed that the man was 
innocent of the crime for which he had executed him. 
I think had Cumming done the deed he would have 
manufactured some story to deceive the people,or when 
he saw that there was no chance to escape the gallows, 
he would have confessed that he was guilty. Proba- 
bly he was an innocent person. 

This was in 1839. Since that time no one has been 
executed in Massachusetts. A hope is indulged, that 
by the aid of the Hangman and other moral influences, 
the un-Christian law, inflicting the punishment of 


death for crime, will be speedily abolished. 
J. M. S. 





The following is one of Krumacher’s beautiful Par- 
ables. It describes in a most pathetic and instructive 
manner the sufferings of the first murderer, who was 
led to exclaim, ‘ My punishment is greater than I can 
bear!’ 


CAIN’S COMPLAINT. 


Whilst Cain dwelt in the land of Nod,beyond Eden, 
towards the East, he sat one day under a terebinth, 


| supporting his head upon his hands and sighing. His 


wife had gone out to look for him, and carried her in- 
fant Hanna on her arms. After she had found him, 
he stood a long time near him, under the terebinth, 
and heard the sighing of Cain. 

And at length she said to him: Cain, wherefore 
Is there no end té thy misery? Af- 
Oh, is it you, 


dost thou sigh? 
frighted, he raised his head and said : 
Zillat Behold, my sin is greater than can be forgiv- 
en! When he had thus said, he bowed his head 
again, and covered his eyes with his hands. 

His wife, however, addressed him in soft tones: oh, 
Cain, the Lord is merciful and of great goodness.— 
When Cain heard these words, he was terrified and 
Alas! shall thy tongue too become a thorn to 
pierce through my heart! That be far 
from me! But hearkeu, Cain, and look around thee. 
Are not our crops flourishing, and have we not already 


said : 
She replied : 


| gathered two abundant harvests? {is not the Lord gra- 
cious, even to us, and doth he not cea! with us mild- 
ly? 

Cain answered : To thee, Zilla, to thee ' and to thy 
Hanna! not to me! I perceive only in his goodness 
how far I was from him, when I —slew Abel. 

But Zilla interrupted him, and said: Dost thou not 
then, Cain, till the earth, and scatter the seed in the 
and for thee the morning shines as in Eden, 
and the dew glistens on the flowers and the herbs. 

Ah! Zilla, my poor wife, replied Cain, I see in the 
redness of morning only the bloody head of Abel, and 
the dew on each blade of grass is to me a tear, and on 
Aud when the sun rises, 
I see behind me in my own shadow the murdered 
Abel, and before me him that slew him. Has not the 
purling of the brook a voice which laments about Abel, 
and, in the breath of the cool wind, does not his breath 


every flower a bloody drop. 


sweep overme’ Ah, more terrible to me than the 
voice of wrath which speaks in the thunder, and cries 
to me, where is thy brother Abel, 1s the gentle voice, 
And when night 
comes — oh it envelopes me like a gloomy sepulchre, 


that flows every where around me. 


and arouud me is the realm of the dead, which en- 


closes me alone! Midday alone is my hour, when the 
sun scorches the top of my head, the sweat runs in the 
furrows of my cheeks, and no shadow follows 
me ! 

Then said Zilla: Oh, 
comes our lambs! white as the lilies of the field, and 
with udders full of milk ; they skip frolicsomely to the 


fold in the twilight of evening. 


Cain, my beloved! see, there 


Cain beheld, with stern aspect, and exclaimed :— 
Alas, that is Abel’s flock ! 
Abel’s blood? 


not red with 
Their bleating is mourning over Abel! 
voice of lamentation !— What then could 
belong to Cain? 

Then wept Zilla and said: Am not T then Zilla,thy 
wife, But he replied: How 
thou love Cain, who loves not himself! What 
thou of me but tears and sighs? — How couldst thou 


Are they 


that loves thee? canst 


hast 


Was | love Cain, who murdered Abel ? 


Then she reached over to him Hanna, their little 
child, and the infant smiled on its father. 

Then Cain threw himself upon his face under the 
Oh must I yet 
It is not the smile 


terehinth tree, sobbed, once cried out : 


cok on the smile of innocence ! 
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(From the Irish Citizen.) 


The Gallows-Goers, 


BY THOMAS DUNM™ ENGLISH. 


Up and make ready, ye lovers of fun! 

On with your holyday dress and be gay! 
Now that the Sheriff has work to be dene, 

Business with pleasure he mingles to-day. 
Some may go bunting with guns; and a few, 
Rods in their hands, litle fish may pursue : 
Ours is the sport which is sanctified by law — 
We goa hanging, a hanging! Hurrah! 


Two months ago, on a rare drunken bout, 

Bi'ly, his comrade, the criminal slew ; 
Murder’s a deed that is vile without doubt— 
Ergo, the law will turn murderer too. 

As for the place where the liquor he got— 
Liquor which maddened him— yonder’s the spot, 
Sammy, who keeps it, approves of the law— 

He goes for hanging—for hanging! Hurrah! 


Bright shines the sun on the place where you see 
Yonder tall gallows substantial and bare ; 
Wait a few hours and a fellow will be 
Daneing fandangoes of fun in the air, 
Gathered in groups at the gallows, behold 
Parents and children, maids, wives, young and old, 
Waiting the time when the halter shall draw— 
They go for hanging—for hanging! Hurrah! 


Pickpockets plenty are—mark how they go, 
Slyly and cooly to.work at their trade. 
Business is business, and people must know 
Toe much attention to that can’t be paid. 
Swearing and fighting and kicking, the crowd 
Utter their blasphemous curses aloud— 
Righteous example is set by the law— 
Good comes from hanging—from hauging! Hurrah ! 


Look at the criminal! please ye to look ! 
Standing beside him the hangman you see ; 
There is the priest with his gown and his book— 
Galloping gaily they go to the tree. 
Thanks to the priests who the hangman befriend, 
Choking such knaves as ’t were labor to mend. 
Hanging, they say, is Levitical !aw— 
Cheers for the clergy—they’re Christians! Hurrah! 


Firmly and proudly the culprit looks round, 
Holding his head with a satisfied air : 
Murmurs applauding go over the oan 
Down pops the priest with the felon to prayer. 
«* How interesting his looks are!” says Ann; 
¢* Yes,” answers Sall, - and he'll die like a man!” 
Elegant talk for young maidens, but,—pshaw ! 
Shout for the hanging—the hanging! Hurrah! 


Prayers are all finished, and now for the fun; 

Over bis features the cap has been drawn ; 

Ketch and his comrade, the priest, get down, 
Crack | goes the whip, and the waggon moves on. 

Wonderful sight for the Christian to see ; 

Merrily dancing on nothing is he. 

Though there’s no fiddle a hornpipe to saw, 

Light are his leays—he’s a hangifg! Hurrah! 


After the rope has been severed in twain, 
Home go the people, and joyfully sing ; 

Heaven will receive what the gallows has slain— 
Does not the clergyman settle the thing ? 

Home go the people and, talk of it all, 

Children in nursery, servants in hall: 

Bus hangs the cat in the manner he saw 

Hung at the gallows God’s image—Hurrah! 


Rouse ye, good clergymen, servants of Gop ; 
Stand by my side while i fight for your fun ; 

Hanging preserves us from shedding of blood ; 
Remedy like it there never was one. 

Rally your forces, thump pulpits and be 

Clerical guards of the good gallows-tree ; 

What if our Savior denounces the law? 

You go for hanging—for hanging! Hurrah! 





The Executioner. 
BY HENRY 8S. PATTERSON, M. D 


Why is it that we regard the executioner with such 
horror? In every age and country he has been an object 
of abhorrence. Even where human blood has been 
poured out like water, the ileadsman has been looked 
upon with terror and disgust. It is rarely that any one is 

' found willing to assume the office. Commonly itis filled 
by some hardened convict as the price of a pardon, and he 
goes masked and disguised, because he knows that if ree- 
ognized he would be driven out from among society as a 
monster of depravity. His feeling is that of Cain, and 
with the same self-condemnation, he apprehends that 
« whosoever meeteth him shall kill him. This involun- 
tary and uneonscious recognition of the inviolable sanctity 
of human life, is itself a powerful argument in favor of 
our position. Why are not the other officers of the law 
gbjects of hatred and disgust ? Why is not the judge or 
the jailor driven out like an Ishmael, against whom every 
man’s hand is turned? The prosecutor, the constable, the 
tipstafl, the turnkey, are considered legitimate officers of 
the law, and are respected accordingly. They walk abroad 
in the face of day, and no one points the finger of scorn at 
them. They are good citizens and members of society, 
enjoying all their social and domestic relations. ’ The 
hangman alone is an outcast and vagabond. And why is 
this? Simply because the still, small voice of every man’s 
conscience condemns the savage punishment of which he 
is the (perhaps unwilling) instrument. But, if the pun- 
ishment is proper and expressly ordained by God, should 
this be so? Assuredly not. The hangman is a minister 
of the law, as worthy the respect and esteem in his station 
is the judge who pronounces the sentence, or the govern- 
or who signs the death-w arrant. Indeed, if we may be- 
lieve the assertion of our opponents, he occupies a much 
higher stajon. Alljother judicial officers execute merely 
the will of man, but the Jack Kercu Is A MINISTER 
OF THE EXPRESSED WILL OF Gop! Y our judges and 
rry out the commands of erring human 
legfslation; he stands there as the authorized agent for 
the infliction of of the righteous sentence of the Almighty 

e, in the only instance in which he has seen proper 
to legislate expressly. 


j ries simply ca 


Judg 


THE Hi 





ANGMAN. 











though his iron fingers have choked the life out of your 
fellow-beings, he has done it on high authority, and there 
can be no pollution in the touch. Introduce him to your 
family. Your children should be proud to associate with 
one whose high mission it is to execute God’s law upon 
earth. Claim for him precedence over the executive offi- 
cers of mere human law. Give him his true position as 
your superior in the church militant. When next your 
Conference, or Convention, or Assembly meets, give him 
his place above all your bishops. There is no escapin 

from this positior sir. Either you must abandon your high 
seriptural ground, or clasp to your bosom the savage exe- 
cutioner, reeking with human blood. 





Too Kinpv.—A country carpenter having neglected to 
make a gallows that had been ordered to be erected by a 
= day, the Judge himself went to the man and 
said— 

*“ Fellow, how ¢ame you to neglect making the gibbet 
that I ordered ?” 

Without intending any sarcasm the man replied— 

“I'm very sorry; for had I known that it was for your 
lordship,it should have been done immediately.” 


A man in New Hampshire gave as a reason for not vot- 
ing for the abolition of capital punishment, that all who 
deserved to be hung would move to New Hampshire, and 
they had quite enough of that class already! 





Illustration of Kindness. 


Anecdote of Washington. At the commencement of 
the revolutionary war, there lived at East Windsor, Con., 
a farmer of the name of Mansel, aged forty-five years. Af- 
ter the communication by water between this part of the 
country and Boston was interupted by the possession of 
Boston harbor by the British fleet, Mansel was often em- 
ployed to transport provisions by land to our army lying 
in the neighhorhood of Boston, in the summer of 1775.— 
While thus employed, he arrived within a few miles of 
the camp at Cambridge, with a large load, drawn by a 
stout ox team. In a part of the road, which was somewhat 
rough, he met two carriages, in each of which was an 
American general officer. The officer in the forward car- 
riage, when near enough to Mansel, put his head out of 
the window and called to him, in an authoritative tone, 
* get out of the path.’ 

Maasel immediately retorted, ‘I won’t get out of the 
path — get out yourself,’ 

‘ After some other vain attempts to prevail on Mansel 
to turn out, the officer turned out and Mansel kept the 
path. The other carriage immediately came up, having 
been within hearing distance of what had passed, and the 
oflicer within put his head out, and said to Mansel — My 
friend, the road is bad, it is very difficult for me to turn 
out; will you be so goud as to turn out and let me 
pass?’ 

* With all my heart, sir,’ said Mansel, ‘ but I won't be 
d 














eet 
—————— 








And now, another word with you, 
ny excellent Dr. Frybabe. In your anathemas and your 
Fd ecacy of hanging you have displayed an entire unan 

te of feeling with your brother minister of wrath.— 
= : Hennis, in Barnaby R idge, could not show greater 
vafadl he a than you do to see a culprit *«* worked off - 
wise than in due course ol law. In the estimation | 
‘btic and of impartial history you must stand side | 
“with him, for the uninterrupted exercise of whose 
so eloquently plead. How then can you 
our friendship from your fellow | 
right hand of 
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minister? You-are 90 ‘ 
“Ilo hip, nay, to recetye him as commissioned to bear 
ceed fthe Lord, while your duty isonly to proclaim, 

» eword ort sins . : - wee. 
the =W Give him your hand, sir. What 


not t nforce his law. 


d out of the path by any man.’ 
This last officer was General Washington. How much 
more noble, and how much more successful is a mild and 


in this country and in Europe. 
tices. 
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NEW YORK ! 


Base, the pirate. 


MAINE! 
Prison. 'Time of execution not fixed. 


MASSACHUSETTS ! 
of Lunenburg, a woman 70 years of age. 
PENNSYLVANIA! Samvet Zepron. 


VERMONT! 
ecution not fixed. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE! 
cution, Dec. 26, 1844. 


RHODE ISLAND ! 
execution, Feb. 14, 1845. 


Titles of Jesus. 
BY CHARLES SPEAR. 


Sixteenth edition, with rich steel Engravings. Price $1. | ding innocent blood. 


This work has received high commendations both 
We subjoin a few no- 


* It seems to me to be one of those books which ought 


to have a place in every family library, by the side of the 
Bible and the Hymn Book.’ 


Henry A. Mies, Low- 


courteous manner, than a harsh and dictatorial one ! ell. 











Petition on Capital Punishment. 


Tv the Senate and House of Representatives of the | 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court 


** None can read this work without having their faith 


“ The plan is good, its spirit, excellent, and in a popu- 


Tuorn, for murder. 


Eveene Currrorp, for the murder of his wife «nd child. 
Wu. F. Comines, for the murder of his wife. 


Joan Gorvon, for {the murder of Amasa Sprague. 


convened : 


The undersigned, citizens of Massachusetts, earn- 
estly entreat you immediately to abolish all laws of 
this Commonwealth, which require the infliction of 
death as a penalty for crime. 

If, however, such abolition shall be deemed by you 
inconsistent with the public welfare, and an infringe- 
ment of the law of God, then we pray you— 

First—That clergymen, advocating the system of 
Capital Punishment, instead of shernffs, may be ap- 
pointed executioners, they having been ordained and 
consecrated as ministers of Him whose law is said to 
require ‘ blood for blood.’ Your petitioners eonceive, 
that if the office of chaplain in legislative and military 
bodies is too sacred to be conferred, without manifest 
impropriety, upon mere laymen, however celebrated 
for piety and moral worth. the fearfully solemn work 
of putting an end to human life, and ushering the soul 
of the criminal into the presence of its final Judge, 
should be committed to none other than ordained and 
consecrated hands. 

Secondly —In order that exeeutions may be invested 
with all possible religious solemnity, and exert their 
proper influence upon society, We pray you so to alter 
the laws, that they may hereafter take place upon the 
Sabbath, in or near some place of public worship, 


such as may be selected by the clerical executioner, | 


that thus the whole community may witness them; 


instead of being confined, as at presext, to jail yards, | 


where they can be seen but by a small number of per- 


lar form, it presents the results of much learned labor 
and research. 
earnestly recommend it to all friends and 
Christian truth and scriptural knowledge.” 
W. UpuaM, Salem. 


From the Inqurrer, London. 
“The author has brought together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied to 
| Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether to eighty. 
| Each of these he explains and illustrates practically, con- 
| veying much useful comment in a popular style, accom- 
panied by a great variety of valuable, moral and devo- 
| tional sentiment. We believe it is as yet scarcely known 
at this side of the Atlantic, but it would probably suit the 


CHARLES 





I consider its circulation desirable, and | 
seekers of | 





UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH!!! 


Now confined in the Prison at Blackwell’s Is:- 
and, New York. The time of execution is fixed by the President in July 1845. 


Traomas Barrett, for the murder of Mrs. Ruth Haughton, 


Time of execution not fixed. 


Time of execution Jan. 3, 1845. 


vinced that legal killing has incited to four murders for 
every one it has prevented, he must, it seems to us, be 
steeled against the force of evidence, and the fear of shed- 
We hope this book will be widely 
circulated, though the author, heing poor, publishes his 
book himself, and goes about to sell it as he can, which 
will retard itsdissemination. The facts here industriously 
collected—the recorded opinions of Becarria, Blackstone, 
Montesquieu, Franktin, Rush, Smollett, Layfayette, 
Channing, Edward Livingston, O'Connell, &c.,—are 
alone worth double the cost of the volume. To the more 
general reader, this work must be more interesting, than 


in the Saviour strengthened, their hearts elevated and | the freshest novel can be—so various and thrilling are its 
improved, and saying, in the strong language of admira- | incidental portraitures of the human heart and life—of our 
tion, ‘ never man lived and spake like this man.’” O. A. 
SKINNER, Boston. 


| criminal laws, and their hardly more criminal victims.— 
“Vew York Tribune. 

This work contains the clearest and most condensed 
array of facts and arguments, on the subject of Capital 
Punishment that we ever met with. Portions of it are 
thrilling in the extreme. We do not envy the head or 
the heart of the man, who can rise from its perusal with- 
outan utter abhorrance of this bloody relic of barbarism, 
and a vetermination to do his utmost to sweep it from our 
criminal code; with or without benefit of clergy.”—4nti. 
Slavery Standard. 

The author seems to have compassed the whole sub- 
ject; and to us his arguments, figures, and facts, 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart and judg- 
ment assent to, viz., that the punishment of death 
should be stricken from the statute books of ev ery goven- 





| wants of many, and be esteemed a valuable addition to 
| our stock of practical divinity. We have no hesitation in 
| expressing our approbation of its prevailing opinions and 
| tendency, and our hope that it will meet with a welcome 
amongst us.”’ 
| From the Brste Curistian, Belfast, Ireland. 
| We recommend this work to Christian families as a 
useful and interesting auxiliary to their devotional exer- 
We recommend it to congregational libraries, as a 
| work that will seldom be allowed to rest upon the shelves. 
| We recommend it to Sunday-school teachers as one ef 
| the best Manuals we know, for rational explanation, and 
| for practical lessons of piety and morality. And since it 
| is one of the goodly fashions of the preseut day for all per- | 
| sons who would aspire to any degree of literary taste, to | 
| display literary ornaments on their drawing-room tables 








elses. 
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we can confidently recommend it for this purpose too. 
In typography, paper, and binding, it is beautifully got 
}up. It contains fine engravings by an eminent American | 
j artist. And if visitors have occasionally to wait a few | 





sons, and those not always of the class most likely to | minutes for the appearance of the mistress of the house, | 
be benefitted by beholding sucha scene. This arrange-| we do not know how they could spend the time more 


ment would seem to accord with the example of our 


pleasantly, than in perusing a soction of the ‘ Names and 


> = ° Tr; - -_ ’%” 
fathers, who placed their pillories and whipping-posts | Titles of Jesus. 


* at each church’s door.’ 


PROSPECTUS. 

A new paper to be published weekly during the next 
session of the Massochusetts Legislature, in Thirteen nuw- 
bers. to be entitled: THE HANGMAN. 

Tue Subscriber proposes to publish a weekly Periodi- 
cal. to be contained in Thirteen Numbers only, during the 
Session of the next Legislature of Massachusetts. He has 
thought that such a paper would be eminently calculated | 
to advance the glorious period when the barbarous law of 
Capital Punishment would no longer disgrace our Statutes. 

Notwithstanding the numerous publications of the day, 
there is no one expressly devoted to this interesting sub- 
ject. Having collected a great variety of facts and anec- 
dotes in reading and travelling, the subscriber feels that he 
can do much towards enlightening the public mind on the 
punishment of death. Many interesting facts will be given 
relating to the state of Prisons in this country and in Eu- 





| 


rope. 
Tn es HANGMAN willbe published in folio size, at the 
low price of 25 cents for the whole 13 Numbers. N mes 
may be forwarded tothe subscriber, or to Bela Marsh, 25 
Cornbill, Boston. 

Address HARLES SPEAR, Editor and Propr etor, 
24 London street, Boston. j 


From the Curistianw Pioneer, Edinburgh. 

“* This is a very interesting work, devotional and prac- 
tical in its character and design. No one can peruse the 
work without instruction and pleasure. Even in places 
in which an individual may see reason to differ from the 





| Writer, he must stil! admire his power of moral discrimi 


character of Christ. 

This work is not in the trade, but is published and sold 
by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. Briggs, 403 Wash- 
ington St. and Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 


nation, and feel at one with his love and veneration of ed 





By CHARLES SPEAR. 
Ninth Edition, with fine Engravings. 

This work is intended to present a concise and practi- 
cal view of Capital Punishment. In preparing the work 
the author had access to many valuable foreign publica- 
tions, scarcely known in this country. The work contains 
sixteen Esssays ; one chapter embodying O';CONNELL’S 
Speech on the subject. 

rhe work presents a view of all the capital offences in | 
the Union; a labor said by distinguished 
have been accomplished before. 

OPINIONS OF THE 


“If any man can read these 


Essays on the Punishment of Death. | 





‘urists bever to 
PRESS 


Essays, and not be con 


ly 


ment whose laws are professedly based upon the ethics 
of Christ.”— Hunt's Merchant's Magarine, N. Y. 

Published and sold by the author, and by his agents, 
Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill, and Geo. W. Briggs, 403 Wash- 
ington St., where also subscriptions for the Hangman 
will be received and single numbers sold, 


\ qe ) & . é ‘ , 

Nocial Reform Book-Store., 

The Water Cure Journal, and Teacher of Health, 
edited by Joel Shew, M. D. A valuable periodical of 16 
pages, royal 8 mo., published semi-monthly. Terms, one 
dollar a volume—26 numbers—in advance, or five copies 
to one address, four dollars; ten copies eight dollars, &e. 
Bela Marsh, Agent, No. 25 Cornhill, where subscriptions 
may be forwarded. For sale as above, the works of Bris- 
bane, Godwin, Boyle, and others, on Social Reform. The 
Phalanx, Social Reformer. and Constitution and By-Laws 
of Brook-Farm Association; Mrs. Child’s Letters from 
New York; selections from Fenelon by Mrs. Follen; 
Life of Follen; American Politician ; Bible-Quadrupeds ; 
American Constitutions ; the various works on the Water 
Cure; Pictorial Bible; Dr. Alcott’s Works; the Physio- 
logical and Phrenoligical Works of Fowler, Graham, and 
others. 


WORKS ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 


For sale, as above, A Report on the Punishment of 
Death, made to the Legislature of the state of New-York, 
by John L. O’Sullivan. Price T5cts. 1841, 

Three Discourses on Capital Punishment, by E. H. 
Chapin. Price 12 1-2 cts. 1843. 

Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a let- 
ter to the Marquess of Northampton, by John Pell. Lon- 
don. Price 6cts, 1835. 

Sacredness of Human Life : a letter addressed to the 
incumbent of St. James’s Sheffield, on Capital Punish- 
ments, by Samuel Roberts. London. Price 6cts. 1841. 

Report relating to Capital Punishment, ‘to the Com 
monwealth of Massachusetts, by Robert Rantoul, Esq. 
Price 25cts. 1836. 1 


Dealer in Sehool,and Miscellaneous Books, Stationary, 
Sheet Music, and Periodicals. Manufacturer 
lescription of Blank Books, and general Job Binder, 493 
Washington street, Boston. 
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